
  

To speak “dog,” you need to be able to answer three questions:

Just as the words “there,” “their,” and “they’re” sound the same but have different 
meanings, so do dog growls and barks. Dogs can growl when they are scared, and they 
can growl when they are playing. They can bark when they are happy and want to play, 
and they can bark when they are frightened and want something, or someone, to go 
away.  

In fact, dogs can chew things when they are happy and then chew things when they’re 
scared. They can chase when they’re hunting for a meal and chase when they are kidding 
around.  

When we speak English, we know which of the three “there” words to use by the context 
surrounding them. Similarly, when we speak Doggish, we need to answer the three 
questions outlined above to unlock the dog’s message.   

Visit ispeakdog.org to learn more.


